
Summer Reading List for AP Literature and Composition 

 

You are responsible for reading four books this summer. Read summaries of each book you plan 
to read before you select your material. Consider looking at online reviews on amazon.com, 
Goodreads, or other sites with book reviews. For each of the books you read, highlight or place 
small post-it notes on ten quotes that follow a theme or are significant to the work as a whole OR 
list ten quotes that relate to one theme or are significant to the work as a whole. Explain how the 
ten quotes are connected. (See assignment log below.) Expect a test the first week of class. Logs 
will be collected during the first week of class, and returned to you so that you can use these to 
prepare for the AP Test. Required Readings (4 total) 

Read ONE from this list 

• The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
• The Awakening by Kate Chopin 
• Going After Cacciato by Tim O'Brien 
• Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse 
• Things Fall Apart by Chineau Achebe 
• One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

Choose TWO from this list 

• Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 
• Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 
• As You Like It by William Shakespeare 
• A Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce 
• Catch 22 by Joseph Heller 
• Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
• Children’s Hour and Little Foxes by Lillian Hellman (counts as one) 
• Ethan Frome Edith Wharton 
• Dr. Faustus by Christopher Marlowe 
• House of Mirth by Edith Wharton 
• I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 
• King Lear by William Shakespeare 
• The Shipping News by E. Annie Proulx 
• Their Eyes are Watching God by Zora Neal Hurston 
• Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser 
• Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson 
• The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 
• Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 
• Moby Dick by Herman Melville 
• Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave by Frederick Douglass 
• One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich by Alexandr Solzenitzyn 
• Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 



• The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien 
• The Trial by Franz Kafka 
• Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 
• Cry the Beloved Country by Alan Paton 

You should read one of the following as your FOURTH summer reading selection. 

• The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka 
• To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
• Animal Farm by George Orwell 
• The Scarlet Letter by  Nathaniel Hawthorne 
• Our Town by Thornton Wilder 
• Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
• Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
• The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 
• The Chosen by Chaim Potok 
• The Odyssey by Homer 

All books can be found in libraries and bookstores. Most libraries are beginning to offer pick up 
service if you place a hold online (include Smiley Library in Redlands). Purchase of the books is 
recommended so that you can annotate and review them before the exam. If you choose to use 
library books, keep track of quotes and themes with post-it notes. 

READING JOURNAL (can be either digital or hard copy): Design a reading schedule and 
deadlines! This needs to appear on page one! While reading each of the summer requirements, 
note quotes that follow a theme, then list in a double entry reading log format, as explained 
below: 

1. Create two columns on an 8.5” x 11” paper.  Label the left hand column "Quotes" and the 
right hand column "Connections."  

2. As you read, choose 15-20 quotes (for each book) which you feel are significant (in terms 
of key ideas or a recurring or important theme).  

3. On the right “Connections” column, explain what ties the quotes to one theme or idea.  
4. If possible, join with others through reading meetings, email conversations, or chat lines 

to discuss points you are pondering as you read (This is an excellent means of keeping 
each other accountable to your reading schedules, expanding your understanding of the 
books, and finding more enjoyment in the literature you read. Keep records of these 
discussions. If a film is available, compare the film and note what is left out of the film 
compared to the reading. 

5. To submit your reading journals on your return to school in August, bind them in a folder 
with your name and date clearly identified on the front of the folder. Include any email or 
chat transcriptions with your journals. The journal must be typed. If you choose to turn in 
a digital copy, email it to your teacher. 

READING JOURNAL IS DUE ONE WEEK AFTER SCHOOL BEGINS !!!! 

Rubric for Evaluation:  



• Selection and tracking of 15 or more quotes;  
• Correct and relevant themes in response to the chosen literature; 
• Depth of thought on link of quotes to theme/idea. 

The books on the Summer Reading List were selected because they often appear on the AP 
Literature Exam. Reading these books will help prepare you for the AP Literature Exam, and you 
might even enjoy them!! 
    
 


